
WHAT WE ASK TO THE FINNISH PRESIDENCY 
OF THE COUNCIL

Launch the development of a coherent, cross-sectorial 
battery industrial strategy as a key priority  of the next 
legislative term, to be developed already in 2020.

Support the assignment of the development of this strategy 
to the Vice-President of the European Commission in 
charge of industry and decarbonisation.

Focus on the entire value chain of the batteries 
ecosystem, from mining of raw materials to sustainable 
production, from chemicals management to end of life.

Ba t te r ies  a re  c r i t i ca l  to  decarbonise  our  economy and tack le  c l imate  
change :  f rom e lec t r i c  mob i l i t y  to  energy  s to rage ,  f rom gr id  s tab i l i sa t ion  to  
log is t i c ,  ba t te r ies  w i l l  suppor t  the  decarbon isa t ion  o f  the  t ranspor t ,  
energy,  p roduc t ion  and  te lecommunica t ions  sec to rs .Al l  bat tery  technolo-
g ies  -  lead,  l i th ium,  n icke l  and sodium -  are  needed to  do so.  
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No s ing le  ba t te ry  techno logy  can  meet  a l l  the  cha l lenges  o f  end-user  demands  and  com-
b ine  h igh  power  and  energy  dens i ty,  long  l i fe ,  low cos t ,  exce l len t  sa fe ty  and  min ima l  
env i ronmenta l  impac t .  Together,  a l l  ba t te ry  techno log ies  w i l l  l ead  Europe  towards  a  
decarbon ised  economy.



Europe must take the lead in designing and bui ld ing 
the most environmental ly sustainable energy storage 
solut ions and support ing the development of  i ts  bat-
tery industry.  To succeed, i t  wi l l  be paramount to look 
at the entire value chain of the batteries ecosy-
stem ,  f rom mining of  raw mater ia ls to sustainable pro-
duct ion,  f rom chemicals management to end of  l i fe.  
Secure access to raw mater ia ls,  in part icular,  wi l l  be 
fundamental :  Europe needs to look both internal ly,  
support ing mining of  valuable mater ia ls in Europe, 
and external ly,  through trade deals wi th internat ional  
partners. Circular economy principles  can also support 
th is target,  ensur ing high levels of  recycl ing to recover 
valuable mater ia ls.  

The development of a coherent,  cross-sectorial  battery industrial  strategy is therefore 
urgent ly  needed.  F in land  w i l l  ho ld  the  f i r s t  p res idency  o f  the  Counc i l  o f  the  new leg is la -
t i ve  te rm,  and  w i l l  p lay  a  key  ro le  in  se t t ing  the  agenda fo r  the  nex t  f i ve  years .
 
The  e f fo r ts  o f  the  Juncker  Commiss ion  in  the  deve lopment  o f  the  European Bat te ry  
A l l i ance  c lear l y  demonst ra te  how coord ina t ion  a t  Commiss ion  leve l  i s  needed to  deve lop  
c ross-sec to r ia l  i ndus t r ia l  s t ra teg ies .  For  the  nex t  te rm,  we be l ieve  tha t  the  development  
of  a  coherent  bat tery  industr ia l  s t ra tegy should  be  a  key  point  in  the  por t fo l io  of  
ass ignments  of  the  Vice-Pres ident  of  the  European Commission in  charge of  indu-
s t ry  and  decarbon isa t ion .  The  V i ce -P res i den t  shou ld  i dea l l y  supe rv i se  t he  wo rk  o f  
d i fferent  Directorates General ,  inc luding Industry,  Transport ,  Energy,  Cl imate,  Environment 
and  Employment .  S im i la r l y,  Counc i l  and  Par l iament  mus t  work  on  the  deve lopment  o f  
th is  s t ra tegy  ac ross  d i f fe ren t  sec to rs ,  iden t i f i y ing  key  po l i t i ca l  leaders  to  suppor t  i t .  

Coherence is a lso a key pre-requis i te.  Di fferent  in i t iat ives at  European 
leve l  a f fec t ing  the  ba t te ry  sec to r   mus t  be  deve loped toge ther  in  a  
coherent  way,  avoid ing separate in i t ia t ives resul t ing in a contradictory 
f ramework .  

For  th is  reason,  we urge the  Commission to  t reat  the  Bat ter ies  
Directive, the End of Life Vehicles Directive, the sustainability criteria 
for  bat ter ies  and other  re la ted in i t ia t ives  as  a  s ingle  coherent  
package ,  and  to  re lease  them toge ther  in  a  European Battery Package. 

F ina l l y,  we  cannot  a f fo rd  to  lose  t ime:  in te rna t iona l  compet i t i on  i s  f ie rce ,  and  Europe  
r isks to lag behind in this highly strategic sector.  Coherence and speed wi l l  be fundamental  
to ensure the success of the Industrial Battery Strategy. For this reason, we call the European 
Commission to  develop and re lease the  Bat tery  Package as  a  key  pr ior i ty  of  the  
next  leg is la t ive  term,  a l ready in  the  course  of  2020.   

EUROBAT is the association of European manufacturers of automotive batteries, industrial and 
energy storage batteries. EUROBAT has more than 50 member companies covering some 90% of the 
European battery sector. The member companies are developing new battery solutions with all 
stakeholders, including for hybrid vehicles, electromobility, network flexibility and renewable 
energy storage systems.


