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For immediate release:

EUROBAT welcomes the European Parliament's vote on the draft battery Directive 

Brussels, Wednesday 14 December 2005. 

The European Parliament's yesterday voted in plenary on the amendments to the Council’s Common position on the draft battery Directive. Eurobat, the Association of European Storage Battery Manufacturers, welcomes this vote, which takes into account the industry’s main concerns regarding the prohibition of substances in batteries, the legal basis of the Directive and the definition of portable and industrial batteries. 

The rejection of further unjustified bans on substances in batteries, the adoption of a dual legal basis and of balanced and clear definitions of portable and industrial batteries are a guarantee that the battery Directive can be effectively implemented in all Member States. The industry is in favour of a rapid adoption of the Directive.

However, the battery Directive could still be improved in order to make it more workable. Indeed, the text of the draft battery Directive as it stands would force producers to take back batteries of all chemical compositions, regardless of whether they have the expertise, resources and legal permits to do so. Moreover, independent third parties participating in the collection, treatment and recycling of spent batteries do not bear equal responsibilities in the financing of these operations. The industry's main concern for the future is that the objective of the Directive was changed from the regulation of rules for placing batteries on the market and an improved management of waste batteries and accumulators to the prevention of the use of "dangerous substances" in batteries without scientific justification of further bans by a risk assessment. 

Currently, nearly all spent automotive and industrial batteries are already collected because of the valuable metals they contain. These batteries therefore pose no threat to the environment. 

Eurobat, the Association of European Storage Batteries Manufactures, welcomes the progress made on the text, which reflects the will to enforce a balanced Directive, and hopes that the draft Directive will be adopted soon.

Notes For Editors:

Eurobat has produced several position papers addressing the main issues raised by the draft battery Directive. These can be found on the Eurobat website: www.eurobat.org 
Eurobat is the unified voice of the European automotive and industrial battery industry in policy discussions involving the industry and the European Institutions and national governments. 

Eurobat, the Association of European Storage Battery Manufacturers, has 32 regular and associate members. Eurobat represents 85% of the production of automotive and industrial batteries in the EU. Companies belonging to the Eurobat membership are listed here: http://www.eurobat.org/our_members.html 

